GET UP, STAND UP, STAND UP FOR YOUR RIGHTS
Yaa Maann! Now is the time for all good pool men to come to the aid of U.P.A
Notice to all members of U.P.A... If you have been to the last several meetings you should have noticed that the basic fundamentals of our great association are being systematically eroded and degraded to the point of being rendered useless. If you have not been, you should have been informed by your chapter president of the current state of affairs at the Joint Board level. If not, let this serve as notice that drastic measures must be taken to save the future of our association as we know it.  

In retrospect the events leading us onto this slippery slope began in July at  

the 2006 quarterly meeting. The group’s discussion turned to elections to be held in October for new a Joint Board. As was the case in years past, the chapter presidents were encouraged to nominate members for each of the positions for the elections being held the following October. However, during the course of this meeting the members sought, even conspired to eliminate a member from participating in elections. He wasn’t even there to hear their arguments or defend himself. This was puzzling to me. What was this member guilty of that so many people did not want him present at the next election? There was a lengthily discussion and a vote taken to send him to Disney World in Florida so he would not be present. The vote passed, but, was later recanted by the group when it came to giving him the money. Their reason? It was just a joke! Right! Nearly the whole group bad mouths an individual (I did not see one person of the nearly fifty members present stand to defend him.) because they feared he may legitimately run and win a seat on the Joint Board. They took the time to take a vote and then pretend that is was an exercise in jest. In my opinion it was no laughing matter just a waste of time and a black eye for the integrity of U.P.A.
Fast forward to the out come of the October 2006 meeting: 

The chastised member shows up for the elections, only to be humiliated in several ways. First, he stands and attempts to collect the money due him from the group where he is met with jeering and laughter. Next, when he asks for the reading of the minutes to support his case, they were mysteriously changed to show the vote did not pass, when everyone in the room knew it was. The saddest part of this was no one stood (myself included) to protest the changing of the minutes. The credibility of U.P.A. had sunk to all time low. We collectively lied so we would not have pay up the perceived fool in our mist. I am not proud of that moment—I tried to justify my actions by telling myself it was for the good of the group. This man I did not even know must have really done something bad to alienate the group to be treated in such a manner, who was I to stand in there way? Last but not least, this brave soul stood and nominated him to run for the office of president since no one else would. Met by distain from the other members he stood and revealed his vision for the future of U.P.A. In my opinion his visions held lots of merit and his ideas to move us into future where quite insightful. But in the end, when the vote was taken, not even one person voted for him. This was the second black eye (in the same day) for U.P.A... Not only did we collectively lie but we succumbed to peer pressure and voted unanimously to disregard good ideas for the status quo which up till now has been tolerable but somewhat medieval. As I left the adjourned meeting I hoped that this was not a glimpse of things to come but rather a skeleton which would be hidden deep in bowels of the U.P.A. closet. Only time would tell. 
Events leading up to the October 2008 meeting: Chaos is rampant in U.P.A. during these 2 years under the new regime the cast of characters does not change, but their questionable actions are more blatant then ever before. The ethics of the U.P.A. can be seen compromised before our very eyes. To begin with our insurance broker who has been given the dubious title of “white man who speaks with forked tongue “ was nearly unanimously voted to be replaced by a new broker brought to us by Steve Homer. His fate left to the angry membership, his destiny all but final, when at the 11th hour, he is pardoned by our fearless leader who holds the only veto vote in such matters. Was this a vote for the betterment of the group or was this a self serving decision made the joint board and given to Jeff to dictate to the rest of us. With so much dissention amongst the group for white man who speaks with forked tongue “how could Jeff go against the grain with such a controversial decision? What was his motivation? 

In the following meetings we begin to get a glimpse of the motivation and of course it turns out to be money. The joint board is in bed with the insurance company at our expense. How many of you are aware that nearly 10,000 dollars was given to the joint board to fund the proper incorporation of the chapters in U.P.A. or so it seemed. The events that follow go like this: Ron Carlson (W.M.W.S.W.F.T.) gives us a check in front of the whole group to King Jeff who accepts it and has it deposited in our U.P.A. account. The following meeting Jeff berates the decision to properly incorporate the chapter and gets the members to agree with his point of view. A vote is taken and the matter is tabled with no further action taken. Seems innocent enough, right? Wrong! After some in depth research I found that the money was never returned to the insurance company but was kept in the U.P.A. coffers. Sounds good for U.P.A., but has anyone in the general membership received any benefit for this money. The answer is no! 

We are not even entitled to a decent breakfast or even a glass of orange juice 
for all our efforts and expense to get to the meeting of the kings court.
Even though we have thousands in our account and our only expenditures seems to be on those hypocrites who side with our king but bolt on the tab

( how sad ), for a monkey who writes to us and occasionally gets some useful information to the membership and for charity work that we got bored with and we could not think of anyone else to spend the money funded on. Where did that money go? Hmmm, come to think of it where has all the money gone? Has any one in the group ever seen an accounting or an audit of how it’s being spent? Where is the transparency of the board we elected and what is the motivation behind our brokers bribe? 
ANSWER: PAYOLA, PURCASE KING JEFFS POWER, TO HELP EXTORT MORE MONEY FROM THE MEMBERSHIP. KEEP THE INDIANS LIKE MYSELF AT BAY AND MOST IMPORTANTLY KEEP THE LEADERSHIP THE SAME. 
The point of all this is that in October of 2008, there were sadly no elections at all. No one came forward with any nominees for any position on the board, no vision of the future except to solicit more new paying members. No one making any effort to improve the integrity of our association. So in the end it came down to one member making a motion to cancel the elections and to keep the status quo. It was seconded, and voted on with the only objection coming from two men who were jeered and laughed at. But the joke is on you. You voted to give up your right to vote and you voted to pay more and get less, you voted for others to make decisions without giving you any rights to participate in the out come ( see the coming article, How Much Did Your Vote Cost Your Chapter.) 
So, to all the sheep / communists that followed the lead of our fearless leader and mindlessly agreed with those around you, congratulations, you have just turned your back on the fabric that made our country and our association strong and healthy, the right to vote. 
I am an American and will not tolerate my rights being diminished by those to lazy to think about the consequences of their actions, or by those who do not want to do anything more then raise there hand. I will not give you the power to deny me of my rights! So fellow members stop the madness. Do not allow any of your rights to be infringed upon without a brave and noble fight.  So to all of the membership across this state join me and……….. 

GET UP, STAND UP, STAND UP FOR YOUR RIGHTS
Call your chapter president and tell him you will not tolerate this insanity and you demand a proper vote be taken. A right provided to us by the by-laws established by our founders and afforded us by the U.S. Constitution.
                                    By Daryl Bellissimo, Sacramento # 10
                                             A loud voice in a sea of chaos
. 
